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Introduction  
  

  
This document lists some of the scholarships available to high school students entering a post-secondary 
institution in the Fall of their graduating year.  The criteria and deadlines in this booklet are guidelines.  
Information is subject to change.     
  
Note:  While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information presented in this document, it 
remains the student’s responsibility to confirm information presented with the granting organization.  
    
  

Scholarship Sources  
Searching and applying for scholarships can take a long time but can be worth the effort!  Here are a few tips:  

1.)  Go to the financial aid sites of the institutions to which you are applying and check out the available awards.  

2.)  Check into any affiliations you and your parents/guardians have.  Often clubs, associations, workplaces, 
community groups, religious and/or cultural organizations will have awards.  

3.)  Many employers, unions and professional associations offer awards.  Check where you and your 
parents/guardians work or with any unions or professional associations you or they belong to.  Here is a site that 
may be helpful - https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/hes.aspx?pg=976.  If you have trouble with the link then try searching 
from www.aucc.ca.  

4.)  Try out scholarship banks/postings on sites such as:  

www.studentawards.com 

www.studentscholarships.org 

www.macleans.ca/oncampus   

www.aucc.ca  Assn of Universities & Colleges of Canada 

www.bced.gov.bc.ca  Provincial/District Scholarships, Passport to Education 

www.fastweb.com 

www.scholarshipscanada.com 

www.disabilityawards.ca  Students with disabilities 

www.neads.ca/en/norc/funding/contents.php  National Ed Assn of Disabled Students financial aid directory  

http://aboriginallearning.ca/resources/1/1 Aboriginal funding resource 

www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca/ab/site.nsf/index-eng Aboriginal funding source 

http://indspire.ca/scholarships Aboriginal funding source 

5.)  For financial info relating to United States institutions try www.finaid.org  

  



Why are scholarships available?  
  

Scholarships have a specific purpose:   
1. To acknowledge and reward you for your outstanding achievements  
2. To help students and their families to fund their education  
3. To attract and retain students who will contribute to an institution  
4. To foster your reputation and your school’s  

  
  

Who is eligible for scholarships?  
  

There is an award for almost anyone pursuing post-secondary education.  While the majority of scholarships 
require reasonable academic achievement, most scholarship administrators look at other attributes in 
students as well.  Many are targeted to specific pools of students.  For example, there are awards for: 

• females going into science & tech 
• students of particular cultural origins 
• students who have agricultural involvement 
• students with athletic involvement 
• students with disabilities 
• students who have school or community volunteer involvement 
• students who have shown leadership 
• students who have had ELL/ESL schooling 
• and a variety of others 

 
  

Which Scholarships Should I Apply For?  
  

• Look carefully at the criteria  
• Read profiles of previous year’s winners, if available on the scholarship website.  
• Get the opinion of an adult who really knows you.  It could be a teacher, parent, friend, guidance 

counsellor.  Show them the criteria  
• Explain to them how you think you meet the criteria   
• Apply for the smaller awards as well as the larger ones if you meet the criteria.  

  
  

Getting Reference Letters  
  
Once you’ve found a scholarship that you think you have a good chance at winning, you may need to get the 
support of your counsellor, teacher and/or principal if they need to write a reference letter for you or complete a 
section of the scholarship application.    
  

• You must be able to give your counsellor/teacher clear reasons why you think you are a suitable 
candidate for the scholarship.  

• It is your responsibility to show them how you meet the criteria.  You can do this by providing supporting 
documents (résumé, reference letters, certificates, etc.) to show you have done the extracurricular 
activities and/or volunteer work required.   

• Remember to provide your referee with the time they require to write your letter.  Two weeks would be 
appreciated.  

  
  

Know Yourself  
  

• In order to write a winning scholarship application, you have to know yourself.  You need to take the time 
to analyze yourself and go through the process of identifying all of your assets.   

• Your intention must be to show the scholarship committee reading your application how you meet the 
criteria better than anyone else.    

• The process is not unlike applying for a job that you really want.  You use your résumé and cover letter 
as a tool to show the employer what qualifications you have and why you are best suited for the position.  

• On a piece of paper, write down:  



o any job experience (paid) o  all volunteer work  completed 
(dates/length of time) o  your interests, hobbies and skills o 
 participation in school events o  involvement in sporting 
events  

o any way that you have helped out in your school or community o 
 any work on student council or participation in school clubs  

o involvement in the performing or fine arts (school plays, 
community performances, drawing, painting, ceramics) o 
participation in an exchange program  

o travel experiences o if you have written for the school yearbook or 
written articles for any student newspaper o any honours, 
certificates, awards, medals or commendations received o if you 
have built a website  

o any interesting things that have happened to you  
  

• Now, on a fresh sheet of paper, write down everything that you want to do during your lifetime.  Don’t 
worry if you can’t think that far ahead.  Imagine what you want to do in the next 5-10 years.  You can 
always change your mind later.  

• Now look at the two lists.  Do you see a connection between the two lists?  Your interests, experience, 
skills and hobbies are often related to your future goals and they help you to achieve your goals.    

• That is why the judges are interested in learning about all of your activities.  
• Use these lists to write a one-page statement of your skills, experience and interests, then write another 

one page statement about your life goals.  
• Get others to check the pages for spelling or grammar errors.  You can now use these two pages to 

answer the application questions.    
  

  

Target Your Application to What They Are Looking For  
  

• Read the application carefully and think about what they are asking  
• Look for key words that repeat themselves.  Chances are, they are interested in candidates that fit those 

key words.  
• If the application requires an essay, start with a generic essay that you create from the two pages of 

personal statements you created earlier, then read the application carefully.  
• Edit your generic essay so that it fits the requirements of that specific application.   
• If you target the essay to the application, your scholarship essay will be more meaningful, original and 

powerful.  
  
  

Writing the Scholarship Essay  
  
Some applications require an essay or a response to one or more questions written in an essay format.  
  

• The essay section gives you the opportunity to show the evaluators a little more about you as a person 
and to set yourself apart from everyone else.   

• The essay could be on a topic of your choice, an explanation of what you plan to do with the scholarship 
and how it will help you, or an exercise in creative writing.  

• Carefully read all instructions before writing anything.  Pay attention to exactly what the question is 
asking.  Failure to follow all instructions will easily disqualify you.  

• Whatever the topic is, before you even start writing the essay, share your ideas with a teacher, parent, 
counsellor, or friend.  Have your ideas already jotted down in point form before you meet.  

• Remember, this is your essay and you should come up with your own ideas.  However, discussing them 
with another person can often help you realize if you have interpreted the question properly, i.e. ensure 
you’re on track.  

• If you’ve already listed all of your accomplishments and experience in the application form, your essay is 
not the place to repeat what you’ve already written.    

• A purely descriptive piece is not going to capture the reader’s attention.  Dig deeper.  Reveal more about 
yourself, what you learned from an experience, what you care about and why.    

• “Don’t just tell them, show them.”  Back up what you say about yourself by giving concrete examples.  



• Describe how the experience or event changed you, broadened your perspective or your awareness of 
an issue.    

• Don’t be superficial.  Be yourself and, most importantly, be honest.  Evaluators will know the difference.   
• Choose a focus and stick with it.  Go for quality, rather than quantity.  Describe one event or experience 

in depth, rather than trying to write about many different things.  Creativity and originality will help to 
make your essay stand out.  Remember that the evaluators will be reading a lot of essays.  

• Try to start off your essay in an interesting way that draws in your reader.  Never say what you’re going 
to discuss or repeat the original question.    

• Make sure to use clear, concise language with no slang and no contractions.    
• Do not exceed the maximum word length and pay attention to type style (e.g. single-spaced or double-

spaced).    
• After you have written your first draft, put it away for a few days and then look it again. It’s usually easy 

to catch mistakes when you’ve taken a break.  
• Read it aloud; pay attention to how it sounds.    
• The next step is to get up to 3 people to proofread for writing style, grammar, syntax, spelling errors.  

Ask your tutor, a friend, a parent or an older sibling.  Sometimes, your writing style can take away from 
your main points.    

• You should not be asking your counsellor to check your final version.  The only time you should ask your 
counsellor for help is when you are ensuring your ideas address the topic.  

• Get your application on time and do not have any spelling mistakes!  
  

  

Final Note  
  
Once you’ve gone through the exercise of completing a scholarship application, it will get easier and you will be 
developing very valuable skills.  Remember, universities offer numerous scholarships to undergraduate and 
graduate students and the process of applying for them is the same.  Good luck!  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Sources:  
Some of the above material was adapted from www.schoolsintheusa.com and www.scholarshipscanada.com 


